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(A context·:al c se 11t'.tdy 0f ti,!":! ll .r:,ctj_cc of Youtil LVG.!:g~,li2,. centred upun 

the ·anse i:1is~t'Y .in :;,·,rtb-:~ ,"3t i;; 1·1 ;,1d fr·,,. 1;00 - ,)5) 

Wi:ls otudy is bour1-' e Ol.:. t c f ::,y ob flerv.-1t:i.ons of .:-:..:1d shariug in the Youtn Ministry 

wh.ich my wife ( P::,rneli., ~pencer) f.Lid I curried out i..i.t the : ;;m:;e in Sherburn Village, 

County nurh~0.m rlur:i ::g ol.11' tirne there. I i1· d p·,storal churge of' three villctge 

crape1s in wh:1t were one~conl miiiiAg villages. After 12 months I w, .. s t,.iver1 

pastoral charre of one ~ore villate chapel. E,,ch viilsge had its own sepbr~Le 

life and e1:1ch chapel had i Ls own lo,yal l>ut .::-:i:ed conrregation. Our daunting task 

w~s to revive these flaggi~g causes &nd to quickly incorpor;ite new ChristiKns into 

the nhapels before tir ,e re.11 out for the older mer:,bers a11u no 011e w~,s le1·t to curry 

on the ··ethodist witr:ess. 

Soon after our arrival d.t le ;Ht one me aiber srk:r-ed with me that she th:::,,L,ht I 

would be the last_ inistcr in ::heruurn! ','!itl1 this salutary COi. i;:1ent within weeks 

of our Hrrival I found rayself .reluct;:,.tltly .tr,re ,: i12e to begin a Youth Fellownhip 

(hr:•rin after desi.i,:nated :i. F.) in the r•:.-, n1:.1 e on Sunday t:Jveniugs. Young people were 

i::,erson<iJ ly invited to tht= M,arwe fron; the vi: l.;.ge ch;,pels undor r:iy p::;storal ch&.:rge 

:,nd thP. work began. It ','l, ,s (lecided to me;:t the fol rowiar; week and from th,:reon on 

a weekly ksis. 

From the very becinning a v~ried program of meetings were plbnned and the 

h'piloeue wr,s an integral rwrt of the meeting. Ihe J10Ung people the ':,selves were made 

responsible for refresh·:ei,ts and preGenting the proe;ram and Epilogue.on a rota 

b.9,sis. 'rhe "'ge gr·-.,up catered for wna from 13 up,u,rds. T,, e meetings always took 

p18ce j_n thf' ~tani:,e, excent v,hen oirctE1ctances or activities dictated otherwise. 

The Pello·,•shi p grew in nur:1bers and soeme,d to respolld to firm leadership ,md ret:;ular 

meetings, inclucliug from ti:- e t,:~ time events between weekly rn:1etings. 'The yotmg 

peo·1 l"' were r,lmost exclusively druwu fro:, fr,rnilies .-~ho were not :::-egul~r Church 

attenders. ':'heir p11rents' ., ce , _roup ·{;i>re u • r.1issing generation • in the lif'e of 

the c :,apels. ·.~he you!!g people were for the mo:-t pc.1rt infrequeut 1.attenders at 

wor.r,-hip, t!:rnt,;p,h so · ;, of the yo-._~c1per :ae::;bers :1till a tt1wded Su .. day Sc,1001. They 

did,however,resoond to a monthly ap:-;eal for ' croup attenda1;ce 1 ;_,t evening worship 

nrior to youth fell - wship ~eetinpa • 

. ~: th this brief, st of cut1i r, • s of t!ie structure ,)f the work ,vh ... ch w,,s c.inne we will 

ex~ninc ti1e work :i n detu.il ur:df>r separate ,;e ·dines and seek rel. - te e,c-ch .. rea to 

·:e 1..hod ist te c:1ii:g cmd pr1.,ctice. 
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t ,0 ir re~rnoi.sj_)JjJ~ties we1·0. ~o e did not Dta,;l witll t11e ,;ro,.ip fo.c lont; out tneaa 

W"l'f: relabve 1 y few. Sn•~ left the .,rc;up for a ti:·1e ;_,. .c then retu:·nc:,d.'l'ne Y.P. 

~ccented discipl~ne ,:rai r"sponcied to cor:u:i: tmeuts wid.ch were set before them. 

~hey were t~achable Y.r., ~lthoirh for the most part n0t academic or schelYrly. 

·:'hey were "'·, the surf .ce rebelli,,us Jnd a.ca.inst the v&lues of their eld,,rs, but 

unrler.•1e,-i.th ti,ey were lo,1kii.t; for atAthori ty &nd gu.Ldauce fr ;m leadership they could 

trust and t:1 :·n to. They !11.1 dn ' t writ ten of the Cimcch or i t.s leaders.lip though 

+·or 111any t ·11>ir attendanc,0 w·:s in1'rec(U.ent. 

In ... ,,n.'.' c.·,ses one got t·,e impre,:sion th.:.it they used the :,hnse/Ci1'.1rch as a way of 

re ,~ell ine ag,linst the non-Ctnrch :,,ffiL, 1-:~tion of their ,,urents. It w.-~s a plact t.he;y 

could be free bec~use it w~s a place, like the youth club or disco whici1 tneir 

·,rJre:ts didn't fre,!ue r. t. It was ~i sate place and they had tieir parents 1:1.pprova.!. 

t-~, te there, if not t·:eir active inte.l'est in c:.nd support of wha.t went on. 

•ieverthelAs::; we ex!wri1°nced no parental hostility to wl1<:t w;u; done or tai~e~ht end 

SO'"O ,:up port. 

Th~s style of le~dership ls firmly rooted in Jo~n ;;esley hi~self who did uot 

"'i'7C'.e i1: • · ords or le -ve any,.,ne :~11 doullt about wh,.t God required of them. These 

ria ,s we rit'.h tly drop so,;ie of his a.uthori tarianism; there could be no ignoring 

that ti~~s have changed, authoritative le~dership has a pl~,ce, but ~uthoritari~n­

is .. : is out. s:his style of leade"ship ma.y be unfashionable today wi tilin the 

]~thodist C~Jrch in~ itHin but is,I would argue,a part of our ',ethodist heritage 

"ind vi r~lly inpnrtant in t~. e fie ') d of Youth Rvanpelism. 

Tt soon r1eca'.ir ::pnarent ti-, t t ,c•re w::.i.s a. pastoral need to be 1:ict as well as an 

ev._:ngeli,·tic task to be d~ .. 1e. Y .P. four,d re,~sou to co,:ie to ttie 

··• ricty of rieecu.· o:1ce ··1 vin1t bec,.n:,e used to meeting there on a weekly oasis. 

T~,e ::n,,:e bee ':1·' a ' bri I e • i.;Ptween the Cllu1. ch hlld th:·, Y .P. and too a LJ.L'i,it:e 

i:,etween tt-.eir p~,.rents c':nc~ tlH, ch.,pel. The need for f.r•ic1dsilip, advic,, c,nd a 

li tenin~ e~~· w s apparent. Chrict!an valuec in the Y.P. were lackine but sought 

fter ,s a p,!de ,,nd stai·.d.,rd to cd'li c1t. Ttds past,iral work became c:. stai::;e along 

th" ,'la.Y to C":, rc•1 · .ember.ship for l:'JO.:!e 1,nd a vo.;ued bonus to fellow:3hip for others. 

Onr v,nahil'ty tot~(') Y.F. at 1:n,y ti:,e ,:1 1: the feeliu( Ut:,t they could 'd · op in' 

s t ey had !'teed ope:,P.d ,.,,, cloors am, built u:) tneir COllf j de .. ee in the credi iJil.i ty 

r•f t,,,, C urch.uL~ well -.!~, their n Ti seJ f-• steecl and self-worth. 
'.'.'hi.~;,11 .t t: e lo;_::·i ::. ly,,.as Lel·i~ r1r. t:,c '{.J•.to fp,.,l 1:;.ccepte<l by Cod, tn t ,:e h::d 
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'1' 1·:~ \' ' c ,· r "f :};•crb . .,1rn, tLe Hev.,Jnhn ~core :·· , co :::: EL ted i'ron i,is 1)..c:· : ,,fe t of oiJservu t­

i.ons that, 11 
,-; L,rge :,'"' rt W,'IS ;l.ayecl 1,J t :1c welcome E,iveu. ·.i'hey obviously i'elt they 

we r e , n n t <:id • '' 

life. :iowever, unf ,1rtun: ,tely i t ·) s ,,ften r e strict od to the metilberi:-;hip of the chapel 

:1::i,! tru=irefor~ does 11 '.) t ,i i'tve an evcmgeli:, t.ic poteut-ial. Adhe1· tu1ts are not g :_;_v-em th e 

s ,1''.e ,·, tte tio11 as Fl , e memb 1-0 re. The r·<'s1~lt i. ·., that thrnde:h our P<•stora.l carinf: we do 

not loose m,u!y fo11t :t'roiti :rier:,bersh i p, but neither do we gcdn many either. 

','he 0v -,: e el istic potential af incrfi::sing :.rnr r::astoral caring nust be riheuom8r1al, 

tho \.wh, nf cnuJ· .:e, this is rarely the motive fer p .- .ut orul care, nor should it be. 

We were fort~~ate in the area in which we lived that tJ1ere were other Y.}!s groups 

~t,:d regular yottth activities ia the Circuit in which the Y .P. could participate. 

The Circuit activities in themselves without the local group meetin~s would have 

been inadenuate to sust .::dn a Y.P. •s ministry, but, coupl(~d to tlle Y.l'. pro(.ram 

t:iey .,-·ave a wider perepecti ve to the group 1;nd supported its activities. '.i.'he 

Circuit also linked the group through MILYC(. :ethodist Associ,1tion of Youth Clubs) 

Lo ic d on We -~ kertclf-'i th a national and interna tioual perspective. 

At Di strict level links we:r·e tenuous and provided anotner tier of activities which 

caulJ not be entered into due to local commitments. And, from our point of view, 

except on a very occasional basis Y.P. 's work at District level proved 

inconse \··ue:1tial to the work.(I understand now, duE.• to the £;I 'oup i,; rowi.11g older and 

having th - ir own transport District eventfaare playing :nore of <.i part in Y.I. 

:'!ctivi ties). S1.r .. 1ort too thro11gh a Christ~n b'ndeuvour holiday in 'iiales has proved 

useful, though •10t i:ill doctrin- s and practices :rwve been compliment i'.,ry to _;:etllodist 

te r_,chine; i.e. believers baptism being offered to those ,ilre ,,;.dy bdpti.::,ed. Thj_s was 

not thourht to be conflicting with .ethodist practice by most of the Y.P. as it is 

by l r.:• ·de:r.s of th ,• Chu , c:1. 

Evangelia:, b~ Circ it youth weekends and a Circuit musical for Y.P. were moderately 

e;'f'ective. A 'low key' ,i.p ,roach by people kaowu to the Y.t.P~ them:,;elves w a found to 
gr"'~"er 

be !:lorn effective in th ,! long te1·m t.i:rnn -;;he SF? -.· r:1i ngly J.;•?b@r f\ response of the li.irge 

ev-ng elietic r~lly. I thi k this backs up t~e :etuoJict tr~dit i onal emph sis of 

L,sa l r►r e,3.chero nd 1 a y 1 ,, . ciers, backed up b,y t:J"' clergy, ofi.;e;J l:ieir,,c the :Jost 
--Tn.c, \j ')l,-. 

e f ·-·e c Li ·; e evc,:Igelist ~ .AT ·e :, ~ 1e,ns0Jve .. ::1 :.y f ee l t:1 .. t t ,1e:ir ac :·1.L, v . :c,:-:t:-.:: ure r; , ,,.!.1 1 

. ' 
_.. :c e i s ~·r) :rc• <l to c'.lnsi ,; er t ;1c sup 1.101: t of:'(•; ·110 t '✓ ' r!io,_;_s levelsfnd ask, 

/ 
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Is sunport of f e'd at three differ 0 nt lPvels to l1cal C~U !'Ch w~rk the most effective 

wti,v to t,elp? :;- t wo:~ld SP•:-::' fro our exp er: c•ncP. that wi": : ,.t t;, e Di ~i t r·ict h -:-:1d to offer 

v.' :tA i n co r.,pe ti tion with oth ·:~2.· support _i r n1~1 Cj_ rcdi t a 11d co ~!1ectio11 :.1.:Jd di et not prove 

h elpful i.'or tl 1 ,1t re<1.eon. d ow P1an,y Dist r ict Youth O~'fi c\ rs,I wo :,de r ,feel fr us tr :1ted 

,':It having their servioes U!1used? Coul,~ no~ tludr services be better channel led tm.·oug 

Circuit and Connexional channels? ;:.t t!"le doctim--;l level one is left wonderL;g too 

if strietures concerning ' second baptisr-1 ' as CPD Standing Orders have be0n .fr.::i ''led 

in t~1 c- most helpful w:•y to help Y .P. ( who are the '.mes o f ten in mind)make sei,se of the 

Christian experiPnce? Rather than strictures about what is strictly aoctrina lly in­

correct, more posative guidance would be more helpful. 

r ASS EVA'.1Gl~LISM & er : V.l.{ilSI C'I N' 

Thed. P •• were encour!~ged and :,een to go 3.nd hear Dr. l.lilly Gr ,-ham at or.e of his 
~ o. , "'-(!..,r\v\ v 
~allli.ii.:eil'i tr, :5 in Sundc>rland ( 10 rdles Hway) in 1984. Evangelicalism was not the ethos 

of any of my chapels but they supported the meetings by attendance. l'' ie Y .P. 

responded to the ev,mgelistic ap,:eal made at the r : lly, but, for most of them, inspi tt 

n~d follow-up, t,,eir response Wi! S a pi0ce in the jig-s,,..w of com, ,it1,1ent rat~1er 

tilan l1HE cor,version/commi trne:at experi ence at ti1c: b~ginnin~ of ::i n('W life. In one c se, 

however, the response to the appeal at the rally DID issue in a chancie of direction, 

regular attendance at chapel and subse ,; uen tly, church member·ship. 

It see~s that the teaching of the doctrines of sin, repentance, conversion a11d new 

life in Christ were NOT the L ,ngua~;e tiie Y .l'. found it easy to assimula te in to their 

experi ence inspite of visual teaching methods and thorough preparation. The Y.P. were, 

I think, looking for ssmething r.1ore ir!rn,ediate; the love Qf Chr :. st being experienced 

through friendship and c::ring and a sense or oelonb ,_ ng to a group. Echos !'!ere perhaps 

of a simil a r experience of early ~ethodis! in the ir class meeting. In only two of 

the eight Y.P. who hec c: rne church member s did I identify a•conversion experience'nnd 

eornr.1 i tJ,!ent to Chri.st. In the other cases the conversions were 9,1.iieter, less noticable 

and to ok n lace over a long period of time. I a::·1 r:. ere using the 'loaded •J{word 

conversion here in thr sense of ' a turning f rorn sin to Chr::_.s t and a cornr,,i tmen t to 

wo ~kin[ faith ~ut in the Churc~ .• 

Tlie :·etho !mst beri tr,ge of the Evangelical converi~ion of John and Charles {iesley and 

field pre· ching and rnaas conversions under the r.iinistry of Wesley present todays 

'iethod ; st church with expect,,tions which are not alwrcYS helpful. · ethod i_ sts often 

nxnect a similar move of the Spirit through greht pre~chers ta bring peo~le to Christ 

in th 1 ,_CJf' d ys. B.Y (:act's gr~.1oe Lllis so:·:.eti -es happe1,s. ;1,·:,wever,we s:.ould i,ot i;e t;li.nded 

to different ways in w:iich God may work i:n tl'lesc ,:ays, r:iass evantelism should nei Lier 

:-)e debunked :.;s a thin, of t-1,, '.): r;t nor ser~n :.;_s the only Wd,Y in .;hich people ca:1 iie 
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Chr:st :ii:lok:,ied to. F r 

cor.tinui:a, .);,t the Y.I~. r·cnuins ,,n essenti:.11 su;iport as tlrn Y.P. ;_;rfJW into re~uJ.,,:r 

;;1cJ sus :," c~s t•·!at t:lP re.•.u:,ons were not enti1·el,y nee tive, 8Ut r ,., ther a :- eulthy 

th ·: u1 -h t!",ilness cmd reticence. 

and the o1,l i. .. : tinn to st .11d up :d be counted w s accepted. It w~o di1ficult,howevcr 

to convey t:·1P. li.fe-lonr cc,-1m.: ti:1ent ,einc accepted by t c. (:m:t;~ ers who nor::ial.ly thcu;:;. ,1t 

rily ,~ little ~1::,,y a:-,c~<.d. '.i.'f1e su port of the, Cnapels ~ oi· th r.ew i :e:-,bers w::.:3 not ,'[ 

alwa:ss t;S wholehr'. :trted sit migl1t li.dve been. '.i.'here w,.1s resistance in so.ir: ,::uarters 

a •·ld.,fr :!Tl different J'olk1 overwh~l1ning support :ci nd encou.l'nr'. ernent. 

'l'h<' ::;e:r.·t,ersh:.µ prC: •.mr-::., tion w:~.s the 1:,ost det r. i 1 ed pieae of theuloLical tl'li.ul:int dc.,ile 

by tbi: Y. T'. ,:u,d revealed u cre:c.t iL;no.rcwce. 'I'h:is theologi cat icnora,.ce r,as found alsc 

.,.,.;_ th adult • .e: 0 bershi;:; cr,:,ucs; tile basic apostolic fhi t!1 c1.n:. doctrines were not 

unde:'.· st0(id 2. .d w•-;.s fow.ct diff:i cult to communic,, te. One w,;s left wor,dering, as Hev. 

na.vid ~:tacey ti .s put it, if theology w,~s in duri1:.:er of eoi:1g out of the church. 

Prese1.t me;,bers of the C: :urch we.ce often just as icnor8n t having thouE,ht little 

;_~· out ~L·-~ir f,iith, p~rh :; ps for decE,des. It was difficult :for the Y .1. to apply tne:i.r 

f::,ith to life s::.t:, .tio.ns w: ici1 they encow1tered 'oecause t:,ey ::id riot ur,d.ertai:.d it 

:·uffic:ie11tly to ; ,,p 1~, i.t s situ;:tions aro~~e. 

'I.'he soci 1 and poli b cal di::1e: ,sion~ of the t':OS!;,el were :.·.ot .::.ol'2. to be tac.:icled in 

:,ny dq)th nd we:r<~ nr,t s een as "',f great import :,nce by the Y .lJ. 't'l;e ,::e.neral lack o.f 

H ' soc .ial co~1sc i "'nee J a ::OJ.J.f: ;young people r<:rowit1i; up in tne . e tbocj i st C;_u:i.-ch pe1·i.1aps 

shows ,:; r clllctin.n of the i ·.por ,, .nee of the social dimensi ·~nsff the gos p el u t local 

('hurc:i lc ·.rE:l. ~ur heri t , e o'!· concer:, for the poor .anci the u .(:erclog w;,s see□incly 

hf"L!['. ovf rriddcn by t:·1•.: curr,:1,t ohilosophy of people ::elpj_Jjr• tr1e:n:,elves ratller ti1a:r, 

b~inr: pnrt of a co::;:n;,;11 ty. \': H•re was also within tke chapels a uar..::0w view of the 

eth '. Jist .-·::ci t ri t>t i 1 , pure I y a -:,ut the relic:;icus side of life i'!ln pers0;;a.l r•.orali ty 

(I.e. '_'--tril :ih:tin1rncc), .ic:.-r did uot very often spill over int ,:1 soc:L,~l coucern alld 

cn,;1 ·it e:;t to p,J.:.tic:!l c.'1, ,-e. 

,,;1r ''t;~,,1-"l··,, :··-~· .~ll' ,:~·;; _ r,·:· ... ,f t!1n ~~vis2.o,, of .;_ i:..;~;.,::·ics i:; ci.t-,,.rlJ wuch 

.'.1,-• d ed · d r. .T1 ' :) ·1,1t: l1: 1 ' nt ,·,)·1d : f i •:s i.r::,1oi·tunce c,.di oe co. ;vt:.ft.dl to chi" Citu"·ch 
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Firstl,y, it is natural to .:lSi{ how successful t i'1e . .: out :1 eva:if', elism w s j_n pc=.ssing on 

· ethodist te~ichi,'g wi1ich Di@l"true to the apostoll.c faith. At the sar'.le 

inap,·;roprLi.te to ask r1h_y it is we exp•,·ct t,H~ ev,:;,,·l1:eli :3tic process to 

d~nominatio ,1al brand of te c.i ching torether with tbe ker;y .. rna which is t :1,:: es~,ential 

ele1 ;tint of C":rj ;c,tian evangf' lism? fi;1 tller thE, deno·<::i.,i;:, ti -:rnal slant of evangelism is 

the' context' in w!1j_ ch it takes place rat(,er than an/esi·n:i tial element of teaching 

tL11e it is n o t 

pass on a 

nt tl1,1 evangeliGtic st · i::e. Denominational e1:1ph ·. ses nre,I suspect,: 'oicked up' 

rat ;,er than deliberately t -:ught, further catechesm:, on etr,odist doctrine is tbf!n 

better reserved for a ~ater stage as part of a process of incorporation of new 

Christiuns into the fu~ler life of the Church. 

It needs to ·ne 1toted, I be1ieve, that we cw1. iot t·ike for gre,nted t ·1at conversion to 

c:i:rist :.:1,1d me11b rship of the Church th,}n le,. ds y:nrng c ,1,'ist.i_i:us onto full 

pi:irticip ,, tion iri th1, life of the Chu·ch. 13efor:-P- _youn t' Ci tristians are fu : ly accepted 

t,1,..·1.•e perlLp~.; nee,.l s to be a stc:C,e of comin r to c et ~, r ·l n fello , ship 1:rou:,1s of 

exlsting ,1nd i.1PW 1:1e,,1bers. 'l'his kind of fello., ~, hi:) :c.Jnd :ible st1,dy between older s.nd 

~,rounf: rr; e ,: ,be~::s has been put forvrnrd by former youth officer G.rarrnm You11g who lived 

adjacent to us in Durham and has published a book :for this purpose entitled, 1 

'Body n~il~ine exercises.• 

At these post-."le rr: bership fellowship r,roups of older , nil. ,youni::;er- Ch: ietians there 

could be a thr~~-fold purpose.Teaching of : ethodist Coctr~ne, a taking in of the 

wider social ~nd political implications of Christianity u ;id a relating this to 

the apostolic faith 1·.:l·ch we share with other ChriBtia.ns. I would. art---:ue t r: t tt:is 

exercise is better 1eft un ~il lr,ter and is not tht' ev, ,ngelists ,,&in tc1ak. he it js 

who h RS the jnb of pressi11g home the peraonAl rel~vance of the gospel end to point 

to its wider implications W!lich must be explored l,~ter. It could be argued that 

thi ·: is to d,··r,y the full con tent of the goi =pel at the e: .. ly st ,if e, bu.t I would 

argue for the persona~&pfJroacb. :~ s the essentiul prere quisite, for if the gospel is 

not firstly personal it r .-, rely ~ felt as social u1el. political. 

The d'., ni :. er to avoid bJ th e evange1i.r,t is in T!1akint; h1s meGs2ee ap:--ec:1.r complete a,:d 
- Ttu~re . so !T.isrepresf'nt the later i1:1plications of the f:Of;pel's clulienge. ~ is a difficult 

w'1ich surfaces in thi>t ki11d of evLwge J L·tic ,,n ,, e ::tin :~stry al.Jove described ,.hich Iii.as 

to do with t 1:1e : in: steJ 's role as eva~1gelist nnd/pasbr. •~'here is a sense in which 
I 

thf' ev ·, ·:, elir,ts' t;hr1.st '-ind call for cor.ir;.itment ·i o(s not always r,1akc icr open and 

close p1:rntoral rel ·· tion ::;hi ns ir1 w:d ch listeiliilg is aG j :.·1portant as pre c!·1i!1t:, if not 

:nore ir~por·:int. 'l '!, erc is :-:, ~;;,1;se Li , ·1Lch t:...- i. 1 ister r:; lso :.~,.c,. t"✓ .,n(elist uut 

:<! i · 0r,, t~ ,11 t, :··: t. e :i:: ls,: t~ cwr ,>.f tl1, r ,ith, a t->;,,rdi u n of :.ts truth in 

',.1· .··, ·.,.- ,,:,· ·.t, ·.• +~,-,· · i· ,.;. ~1" r-.. • ·,,c•1 ·· c,..,.,,,. •_Js,. • v V, \ • t'. 'J . .L L , O ____ , , , 

en:··, 1. o-.•,QV, ·, i1e :ust ;:·· ver fori..;, •t t'.iat the- 1,·Lues 1·1.iich are ;,live i';;r the 

•;.ture C' :ri·st~ :, n , r<:0 Jf'tr·r" not the or. c e which help in. ;:, rese ;, tint' t'.e dj,,1r;1mis n' of -c 
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-~ · :i: >l,"'.J '·1eru to wr ; i;1 ··- J.i th wit d.,: t·, '.~: 11u·ch will ,wi; .'.:u,•snv·:· :"u ever closely 
d.,t:..c. ""\ ' "'- ~\._-1,. I). '-) 

','!P ,., • 1·,t t~:i:!k it ~lF 1:t~iilH~l};I!:, reprc-''~LtS' ~'·e ·:.) .;~-:;)lie: ith. ,.-t::rJdi::::ts r,1u,·t aL,uys 

''.''i th ~hcse thou.r::;hts in 1;1ind wc-1 t,·ied to present · t,Oi-:oel hici1 Vlc.J.6 Ciu·ii-,t-ceutred, 

v(:th ,n e:1phusis on th.-• :;ersonal response off ith in Cb.r.Lst. iL c: •. ::.n1.;e in life-stJle 

anr1 hr::>havi'.:lur w:J.s expected and looked or chei:f'ly in the p1·dc tic•.' of re;_:uL,r worship 

Jl'JiU!1 t!1c· ;,:ri end of si.rn' ·s, Go('. oxp 0::,ctine a ,.'.l(H':Jl life e.id h·')Jlt·Sty. The welco:-;ie of 

,Te[lUG r?.t t -.. ,, communion table to'all ·.-.ho love\i_ Hir,,'ev::,c!-Jd ;-, serious and thout_ntf'ul 

It wss difficult,snd also perhaps i~~dvishhla,to put the teaching in doctri~al form. 

'Se f·:)Urd t>;at the pr,_,~ent tion of C",d st ha to )Jave intmt~,,.i te r, levance c:.nd 

i ,pact i :-:, personal te;T:s in order to capture Jo,mg people' i, inll'it;inc: tion ~ud interest. 

·e ,·:e:::-e very m:,ch c1wure too that teaching was by ex,2:n;)le ,Jed lifestyle ·.nd for this 

r'c' :rnn t!lc · :,nse w,,s open0d up to ':'.P. i!1 orde.v· t .. · t tr,ey t,ighi le rii of C.hLi,st's 

ope:·,ne,ss r.:nd welcome for ti·iern, wh:,Pvsr tl,ey 1ere. '.i.''·is ope1~r.i0,0s,I bel:tmve,ref1 cted 

th0 ,-etr101·i st emphesis upon the gospel 1.JeL;c 'for all'; i:, tr1P words o:i' .:eGley 

'' - 01' al1 my LoJ"d was crucifjec1, ?or all, for all my :.>;viou.r died." (:JP 2,~6). 

In t:i: s orenness I hope tr1,-,t 1 et.110< 1 st doctrine was tailbht by word. al,d ex:c:mple, as 

well a::. ':)y expectinf~ the response of faith. 

In encour~-gir,,: the Y .l'. to de t:.:eir o,r.~, propun and :::ive t'Xpress:i.on to their belief 

r;Jin expf'ricr;ce r.o.t their own stage o:f' the Ch.r:sti·n jou1·11.ey we we e~ ernployinc; a 

• ' l~arniug by aoing '~ethod of teaching the faith. lhis l believe reflects ,.esleys 

CJ\'m emphasis '.!pon the prP~ctic•·,l out·,;0r,:in: of .-ni th in Chri fJtian fello.,,ship ,.:.nd 

sh,:rinc of f;Ji th of the earl,y , ethodict cl ss rneetillt_.S wi'1t·re believers were 

It wE:s signj_fican.t th~t wit:t0ut pror:1 pti!1g a p.1·..,,,.Y 1•:r ,cell L;rew out of the .• F. _:.t,d 
-f',Y1f.f.: 

t:li:-:. ,:·:·;ve f.i, t'lPr opportu:·,i t,y tor fl!' r:ine of/&it,h. trnd hope. 

"·:1 refl"ctine tlpon th--· v·~,r:-: '.tic• w: s (' -.. ne n i,h'." 01.n· .. et,~cdist teachi116 u.,d 

pr ctice i'.1 yo•;th ev~,'cf.elis :LO)t rc•flect nr')re ~·;~\1,f:9J tlle apostolic f;.tith, 

r,·i i :i,2 j·, T' t• l ' t .:.:.. t, C .:i::t; r1oct.ri.t;es, 
<:i~';e1°e:,t re}:i1·: •w :: .,-,r .ctic r, , f oL:•:r yc,mi, 

j t ':-!o:•J d be 

:.w ~-:::ion: of ~octr"l.ne would ;J.rize :.s 

~i e op~ e ' f; 1_ o u fi 1·.- c re e; c:, \,Lt ere ct • 
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tr<:i.diti.oni➔• 'o': ithnut the checks upnn 1-incn.cthe2', W;.,_cn interde110minutlo:,al .)1,".)uth 

work force~-; U G to ::1!?b. , .: e too t· :isU.y :iec :c ;;," blinkt'Jred wit , ir1 our ow· , tr,:. ditions 

R:'1d fai1 t0 me:ciSt1"e 1:,urselve:~ a;:ni1st t'.1~ ::,?•'.:!f~toljc .i.':;;i.-lt;;. Incidentally too we 

con ti .ue to bri :1;:'. our youi;g peor.1le ,lp vd. th d,-) r;c,riir;& tir:nal r1,· ndicaps ~s w,,11 :: s 

the Btre1,r th w'.1 loh having deep denlhmin i tioH,il roots pl'ov:I des. 

With hinds~rht we rnuld have &11 done our work a little better ar,d avoided so~e 

of the pi tfal la alone the way• 'l'his paper has been wri Lteu in ord.~r th :.. -:; we ,lll 

might reflect m1)re upon the way 1.i1 w:iioh we carry out our y0uth evw1t,-;elisJ,1 and the 

inherent teaching which ia given in ,:11 that we do and Sl-.i.Y • I.lo r:ieution hus been 

·iade of the cost in ti· e and effort of the rnin:Uitry which w.-;s sustained throughout 

the ftve :,•e .,~rs eaoh Sund: y e'ie• ,ing. miwever, in tili::i work ua ill li,UOh o:f our ;;;inistry 

for Christ, we were blessed with seeing the fruits of our labours aud i•eceiving 

back again in diff~r-ent ways more than we iu1d given.which was not iucousiderable. 


