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YCOU®Bh DV SWEIH. Ef VILAGE - 8 HOUT S

(A context:ral ¢ se stndy of tiie nractice of Youtih Lvangelisi. ceantred upon

the anse izistpry in Lorth-: st iolaud £row 1580 = &5)

TiTRGINICT 7O

This study is bourne out of my observations of aad sharing in the Youtn Ministry
which my wife (Pumelu Spencer) aad I carried out at the : «nse in Sherburn Village,
County NDurham during our time there. I n:d pustoral chiirge of three villuge
crnapels in wnut were onelcoal minipg villages., after 12 montha I was given
pagtoral charge of cne more village chapel, E:ch village had its own separate

life and e=ch chapel had its owrn loyal but aged congregation. Our daunting task
wis to revive these flapging causes and to quickly incorpor::te new Christians into
the.chapels vefore ti:re rai out for the older members aud no oane wus lef't to carry
on the "ethodist witress,

Soon after our arrival at le;st oue meuber shored with me that she thcou ht I

woilid be the last . inister in Thercurn! Fith thnis salutory coiiient within we<ks

of our arrival I found uyself reluctantly ugre«ing to begin a Youth rellowship
{herin alfter degignated Y.F.) in the lsnse on Sunday evenings. Young people were
versonally invited to the Manse from the village chipels wider my pastoral charge

snd the work bYegan, It w:s Jdecided to mei:t the foliowiag week and from thoreoen on

aa
a weekly hssis,.

From the very begirning a varied program of mectings were plunned and the

Epilogue wrg an integral part of the meeting. ihe young people themselves were made
responsible for refreshents aund presenting the program and Epilogue.on a rota
basige. The =ge group caterdd for was from 13 upwards. T:e meetings always took
place in the Manse, exceot when circuunctances or activities dictated otherwise,
The Fellovwship grew in numbers and seemed to respond to firm leadership and regular
meetings, including from tire to time events between weekly meetings. The young
peonle were slmost exclusively druewn fro: fumilies who were not regular Church
attenders, Their parents' ipe roup were a ' missing generation ' in the life of
the cl.apels. The youing people were for the moxt part infrequent attenders at
worship, though so ~ of the younper members otill attended Su..day Scuaool. They
did,however,respond to a monthly sprnesl for ' proup attendance ' .t evening worship
oprior to youth fell wship meetings,

¥ th this briefrst of cutlic-s of the structure of the work wh.ch wus done we will

exanine the work in detail under separate re dings and seek rel.-te e:zch ..rea to

Tethodist te chiig and practice,
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Yo 1o-depship style nidoted wog Fiiw but friendly. Wne Young People sewm:d to
regne d Yo tris strie s id aprreciated kiaowl. what woe expected ol them ad whiot
teir resnoigibilities were. So e did not stay with the ,;rcup for long but these
were relatively few. 8o e left the sroup for a time i .d then returnsd.Tne Y.P,.
accented discipline #nd responded to comu’tments wiich were set before them.

“hey were teachable V,I',, zlthough for the wmost part not academic or schelarly.
“hey were ~: the surf .ce rebellinus und apainst the values of thelr elders, but
underneath they were lonking for authority and guldance fr:m leadership they could
trust and tain to. They hudu't written of fhe Ciiareh or its leadersaip though

*or many treir attendancs w:s irntreauent,

In "un7 cnses cne got tie imprecvsion thut they used the W-nse/Cnurch es a way of
recelling apuainst the non-Church sffiliation of their vurents. It was a plact they
could be free because it wus a plzce, like the youth club or disco which tneir
rarents didn't frenuent., It was a safe place and they had tieir pareats approval
t> be there, if not their active interest in znd support of what went on.
"evertheless we experiwmiced no parental hostility to wih«t was done or taught and

tr)

sore support,

Thig stvle of le~dership is firmly rooted in Jorn ‘'egley hirmself who did not
~ince n' s vords or le:ve anysne in doubt about whet God required of them, These
dais we rightly drop sosie of his authoritarianism; there could be no ignoring
that times have changed, authoritative leadership has a plice, but wuthoritarian-
is~ is out, This style of leadership may be unfashionable today witnin the
Hfethodist Church in % itsin but is,I would argue,a vart of our ethodist hneritage

snd vitglly impnrtant in tne field of Youth Evangelisn.

FATTORAL . ORX
Tt soon became zpnarent th t t.cre wus a pastoral need to be uwet as well as an

ev:ngelictic task to be dsoc.es Y.P. found reczson to cose to the [ ..nse for a

reriety of needs ounce 1 ving becorie used to meeting tihere on a weekly basis,

The =zn<e bec:m» a ' bri ,e ' Letween the Chuich snd the Y.FP., and too a bridge
retween their parents znd the ch.pel. The need for fricadsnip, adviee zad a

1i. tening enu» w: s apparent. Christian valuec in the Y.F., were lacking but sovught
Tter 'g & guide »nd stu-d.rd to u«im at, This pastoral work became & stuge along
the way to Ch:rch .embership for sone ind a vaiued bonus to fellowship for otners.
Our v:ilability to the Y.F. at cny tine :ud the feeliung that they could *d op in'
;s t ey had need openied un doors and built un tneir coufide.ce in the crediiility
of the C urch.us well s their o1 seli-.gteen and self-worth.

fnis,p -t tre logi ly,vas nelaing tic Y.l.to feel weccepted by God, th t iie hod

sy

receivad nes Tnte 16 hopliny, B L one wes tuelr friend.

The Yof. kitew 1ittle of
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the ible dociri ee of 5ii a:d Grice and Reds ption. twever from 8.5. days Lney
krnew the ~tori-s from tn Hinle. I belleve it w s e Tricudsiip of the croup,

ha eTully 11 e that of Jecus Jor Zh.ccueus o othersg, which « 8 altreciive :nd Led
3y deeper frieadship a.d friendship with e us hivself,

Phe Vierr ~f 3Jherbarn, the Rev,Jdolin Scorer, cou e ted {row nis e efet of ovservit-
ions that, "™ & learge sz2rt was layed by tuc welcome given. They obviously ielt they

were anted.™

¢ ind of rastorszl concern hes always bren an important part of . ethodist chapel
life, lowever, unfrrtusately it ig oi'ten restricted to the membership of the chapel
and therefore does not dve an evungelictic potential. Adherunts are not given the
save ritte tion us are membere, The result v that through our pustoral caring we do
not loose many folk frow wembership, bul neither do we guin many either.

The ev:ryelistic potential of incre:ssing sur pastoral caring nust be phenoménal,

thouph, nf course, this is rarely the motive for pustoral care, nor should it be.

SUPHORY

We were fortunate in the area in which we lived that there were other Y.Fls groups
and regular youth activities in the Circuit in which the Y.P. could participate.
The Circult activities in themselves without the local group meetings would have
been insdeauate to sustuin a Y.P, 's ministry, but, coupled to the Y.l. progranm
they save a wider perspective to the group znd supported its activities, The
Circuit z2lso linked the group through MAYC(..ethodist Associution of Youth Clubs)
London Werﬁeﬂéﬂ@ith a rnational and international perspective,

At Distriect level links were tenuous and provided anotner tier of activities which
could not be entered into due to local commitments., And, from our point of view,
except on a very occasional basis Y,P. 's work at District level proved
inconsecueatial to the work.(I understaamd now, duc to the group growing older and
having th:ir own transport District evpntﬁaare playing more of « part in Y.F.
zctivities)., Surnort too through a Christgdn kndeavour noliday in Wales has proved

useful, though 70t all doctriu. s and practices nuve been complimentary to .iethodist

teuchingsy i.e. beliovers baptism being offered to those :lreudy buntised, This was
not thought to be conflicting with .ethodist pructice by most ol the Y.P. ag it is
by le -ders of th:e Churci,

Evangelis:n by Circ it youth weekends and a Circuit musical for Y.P. were moderately
erfective. A 'low key' ap roach by people kuowu to theg%agteghemselves w 8 found to
be more effective in the long term than the secningly dw¥pe A response of the large
evngelietic rally, I thi k this btacks up tne ‘:etinodist traditional emph sis of
L~zal Treachers ' nd g ;f‘ders, backed up by tus clergy, of'ven Leing the nost

e "ectLive evuﬂgelistv:ﬂ$ugr Tiengelve. muy reel toot thaeir acaloviients are snall

comr rod with toe numbers hey hope to influcnce,

- ’
“ne ig forced to congider fhe supuvort offcred 't v:rdcus levelspud usk,
/
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Is supoort offegd at three differout levels to lircal Church work the most efiective
way to telp? Tt would secz froo our expericace that winat tie District had to offer
was in competition with oth=x support ‘rom Circuit and co mnmection aad did not prove
helpiul rfor that reagon, ilow many District Youth OZficcrs,I wonder,feel frustr:ted
at having their services uanused? Could no' their services be better channelled turoug
Circuitl and Connexional chaunels? At the doctinal level one isg lert wonderisig too
if strictures concerning ' second baptisgm ' 4s CPD Standing Orders have been framed
in thc most helpful wry to help Y.P.(who are the ones often in mind)make seuse of the
Christisan evperience? Rather than strictures about what is strictly doctrinally ine-

correct, more posative guidance would be more helpful.

TASS EVAUGTELISH & CC: VERSTON

The Y,P., were encourzged and <een to go and hear Dr, Billy Gr:-ham at ene of his
gotke rings ,

gat&ée&ﬂgg in Sunderland{10 miles away) in 1984. Evangelicalism was not the ethos
of any of my chapels but they supported the meetings by attendance, l:e Y.P,

regponded to the evangelistic apneal made at the r:1lly, but, for most of them, inspitc
a§;§;6& follow-up, trneir response wi:s a picce in the jig-saw of com:-itment rather
than THE cornversion/commitment experience at tae byginning of & new life., In one c¢: se,
however, the response to the appeal at the rully DID issue in a change of direction,
regular attendance at chapel and subseguently, church membership.

It seeus that the tesching of the doctrines of sin, repentance, conversien aund new
life in Christ were NOT the l.nguage tne Y.I's found it easy te assimulate inte their
experience inspite of visual teaching methods and thorough preparation. The Y.P. were,
I think, looking for semething more immediate; the love of Chri.st being experienced
through friendship and coring and & sense of belonging to & group., Echos here perhaps
of a similar expericnce of early " ethodist in their cluss meetinge, In only two of

the eight Y.P. who became church members did I idextify a'conversion experience'and
comritiment to Christ. In the other cases the conversions were qpieter,less noticable
and took nlace over a long period of time. I am nere using the 'loaded'Mword

conversion here in the sense of ' a turning from sin to Chrisl and a comuitment to

working faith ~ut in the Churcne'

The "etho’hst heritsge of the Lvangelical conversion of John and Charles ¥esley and
field pre: ching and mass conversions under the ministry of Wesley present todays
fethod:st church with expect:tions which are noet alwsys helpful, ' ethodists of'ten
oxpect a similar move of the Spirit through grest preachers to bring peoile to Christ
in these d ys. By CGod's grace ithis someti es happens. ilnwevery,we s:ouid nol Le Llinded
to different ways in wiich Cod may work in these ‘iays, mass evangelism should neitaer
e debunked us a thin  of the »n st nor seern as the only way in .hich people can bve
brou, ht to Cheriet, or icdesd #3 vhe c:reill - ye A1t openness to, ethier with an
unnregudiced attitude towards JifTereat refricide . underst:.dings of evaielism aud
convervsion is the only g:-fe way Lo appr .ach th sanject aid av th  sawe tie to ve

“2ii% 02l to ocur herituge =nd our current I ric.ce.

-
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Tr ald thrae~ d17 erent mebershi - |, r uss we e nelr ia tug five year period usingz a
GiTrerent stu’y scunue ¢ ca bimes Moz some Lhe ro s Jalcly an esuestiocnal

*xercirce fa tryi. to widerstiud wiot toelr experience of Christ smounted to. P'r
oth rg, it w s the seans by waich tie, c¢onme int a rel.itlionship witn Curist.
In most cuses, ns .r ag I am able %o assertain, th liuk with tae Cuurch has
continusd, osut the Y,I', rermains an essentiul sunport as the Y.l'. grow intoe reguler
worshi pers., fhicre recainsd a resistance in so:.:e of the group to meubersnip though
loyalty to the Y., was stron;e. The reascns ‘or tids we e ot cleur, but, one hopes
x1¢ susneoctls that the ressons were not eantirely neg: tive, uut ruther a realthy
theurhtfulness and reticence.
‘emc-bership clusses were taken very seriously uy the Y8P'. #nd the ch uige ia lifestyl
arid the cbli, -tion to st .nd up -:d be counted w.s accepted. It wug diificult,however
to convey the life-~long cowmitment .eing wccepted by tooenagers who norsally thougat
naly a little way ahcad. The sw port of the Cnapels [or ih rew i.e..bers wus not ?f
always ¢s wholehcurted s it wight have been, There wuas resistunce in so.ie cuarters
and,fr m different r'olk,oversheluing support und encour«e¢ement,
The membership prenarastion wus the 1most detsiled pkécde of theological thinking done

by the Y.P. 2nd revealed a ygre:nt ijnorance, This theologicatl ignoracce was found alsc

with adult :erbership srours; the basic apostolic faith an. doctrincs were not
understrod 2 .d was found difficult to commuuicoate. One wus left wondering, as Reve.
NDavid Stacey hos put it, if theology waes in danger of going out of tne church,
Precent meitbers of the Church were often Just as ignorunt having thought little

& out thoeir Tsith, verh:ps for decades, It was difficull for the Y.r. to apply tneir
fzith to life situ-.tions w ich they encountered because tuey «id not undertaud it
sufficiently to «p ly it :s situctions aroze,

The gsoci 1 aud political diwme:.gions of the gosvel were not =2vl@ to ve tackled in

any depth  nd were nct scen es of great import.mce by the Y.i. thie seneral lack of

L

o

a4 ' social conscimnce’a:ong young people growing up in tae .ethodist Ciurch perihaps
shows & r.duction of the irpor .nce of the social dimensiwnﬁbf the gosipel &t local
Thurch level. “ur herit: e of concersn for the poor and the u.derdog was seemingly
being overridden by the currest nhilosophy of people nelpin. tueanselves rather than
being part ol a comnunily. iiere was also within the ctiupels a nar:oew view of the
eth:dist "zith beii purely a sut the religicus side of life =nd persoual rorality
(iee€e ''ntal abstinance) - .ica did not very often spill over ints social concern and
cnm it eant to prlitical chuspe.
Tae ' Thaalacy for 411 Y srgopi af the Jfvigion of i isiries is ciewrly wsuch

Y ar @ ¢ - | i 2 - Ay et T Sy i M A T 1 N 1 y 1
N ded d ean 2o woblii ut pood 1f its daportance ciun ve co.veyed to ihe Chu.cch
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The & cincugions will tuke the orm of respoases to ce.tain qwue tions which
arize out of th: work w''ch w:s cone a.d cur cc: fe e ce Luae e,

Firetly, it is natural to ask how successful tre outn evangelism w s in passing on
’ P &

1

“ethodist teuachiig wnich 18§ true to the apostolic fuith. At the same time it is not

s we exprct tne evanpelistic process to pass on a

[N
t+
=

inapwropriate to ask why
dencminational brand of teaching together with the kery.ma which is tho escential
elerient of Christian evangelism? Rsther the denowinational slant of evangelism is
thetcontext®in which it takes place ratqer than aq[%ssﬁntial element of teaching
at the evangelistic st:ge. Denominational emph:.ses are,I suspect,'nicked up'
ratier than deliberately t..ught, further catechesiis on ethodist doctrine is then
better reserved for a later stage as part of a process of incorporation of new
Christiuns into the fuller life of the Church.

It needs to e uoted, I belidve,that we canunot take for granted t.at conversion to
Christ »1d mend rship of the Church then le:ds young Christians oato full
participatien in the 1life of the Church, Zefore youny Christians are fu:ly accepted
there perh:ps neecds to ve a stage of coming togetiicr in i'ello.ship ;rouns of
existing and new members, This kind of felloavhin «nd :dble stidy between older and
vouny menbers has been put forward by former youth officer Granam Youug who lived
adjacent to us in Durham and has published a book for this purpose entitled, !
'Body Building exercises,!'

At these post-membership fellowship groups of older :nd younger Ch:istians there
could be a three-fold purpose.Teaching of ' ethodist doctrine, a taking in of the
wider social and political implications of Christianity a:d = relating this to
the apostolic faith which we ghare with other Christians, I would argue tii: t this
exercise is hetter left until later and is not the evongelists sain tuske he it is
who has the jecb of pressing home the personsl relivance of the gospel and to point
to its wider implications which must be explored luter. It could be zrgued tihat

thi< is to dony the full content of the govpel at the exz:ly stnze, but I would

argue for the person&%ﬁpproach a8 the essentiul prereguisite, for if the gospel is
not firstly personal it rurely.éé felt as social und political,

The duni;er to avoid by the evangeli~t is in making his message aprear complete and

so misrepresent the later implications of the gospel's challenge.Tgﬁgeis a difficult
which surfuces in the kind of evungeilrtic :wuze ministry above described ~hich hasg
to do with the ! in'ste:'s role ag evangelist &n@ﬁbetﬁnr. “here is a senge in which
the ev: elists'thrust 2n1d call for comritment :oes not always make I2r open and

close pastoral rel-tionshing in wiich listening 1is as iuportant as pre ching, if not

more impor-ant. fhere is a sense ia vhicn tha-  irister 15 lso a.d evongelist vut
e q eore 4. b te e &3 lse telener HF the 17.ith, & geardiun of 188 truth in
terws 2 t2 <dith d live ed to the an:stles, . 1ia% wlitn th- wider I rch scedasg

and wn opever o doors le thne wi e ixplic tioes o

o
1

he

9]

dencmiaati “ual houng: e
aocy 1 owev. o, he crust icver forget that the iccues waich are illive Uor the

wlure Qhristisag sre >ften not the once which help in preseuting the dynamisw of v o
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fith o young people, 4 Fuith whice' is not ose wiicsa ' sebts nold of ' young peo.le

2 curales rtem Yo pro ia Ymith wibaia too Shureh will nod saevive o ever close ely
e '\cw\u.u N

se PRt fhink 4% reprecents the mo.sTolic Jndithe  etundists nuct alriays
logzk in two ways =t ta sme tive to chaock sn the truth of tieir F.itu as it sie..sure

wp o the spostnlie £2ith and thedr haritape, and: s

(r-

its releva:ce and apr«al to
contemporary peoples is our presentation worthy and ef’y ctive?

ith these thoughts in mind we tried to present - powvel hich was Curist-centred,
with :n emphasis on th~ versonal response of i :ith in Christ, A ciange in life-style

\

ans behaviour was expected and looked “or cheifly in the practice of regular worship

within the loral churche The Chrintizn Taith w s taught in terus of the prodigcal son

Jesus the Triend of sgiun:rs, God expacting a nmoral life suad nonesty. The welcome of
Jesus a2t t-e communion tawvle to'all who loved Hiuw'eviked & serious and thougnttiul
roswonge, 7o {id t0t gpeciiically tewch the ethindict docirines of ioliness, Assuran
-e,or "ew Rtirth o8 such, however,we did teach tw:i: it w:s pos-ible to know whethdr
ona was @ Christisn or not,.

It was difficult,snd also perhaps in:dvisavlag,to out the leuwching in doctriral forn,
Yo found that the prssent tion of Christ ha. to have immecl te r«levarce and

i-pact in personal teirms in order to capture yourng people's imaginztion und interest
"e were very much awsre too that teaching was by exzmnle and lifestyle -nd for this
re son the " anse wss opencd up to ¥Y,P. iu order %01t trney wmight le ru of Christ's
operness gnd welcome for themy, whnever they ‘(ere, Tt is onenncss,l belkéve,refl:cted
the “ethorist emphasis upcn the gospel beiay 'for all'; in the words of .esley

" - or all my Lord was crucified, For all, for all my Juviour died.” (P 226).

In thl!s openness I hope th~t *etho’ist deoctrine was tapght by word and example, as

ell a= by expecting the response of faith.

=

—

In encoursgin,. the Y.l'. to deo thelr own progam and give expression to their belief
nnd expericrice 2zt their own stage of the Christi:n journey we were employing &

' learning by doing ' method of teaching the faith, This [ believe reflects wesley%
awn enphasis upon the practic-1 outworkin, of ’sith in Christian fellowship wud
nrs-nal recpongibility. We »lso sought to elicit from tie ¥Y.F, souething of the
shuring of faith of the early ! ethodist ¢l ss meetings where believers were

ergon T ed to spesk vhat was 1u thelr reurts from lhelr own personzl experiernces.
It was significant that witiout praowmpting a pr%ﬁ;ﬁﬁcell Lrew out ot the :JF. and

hWis ssve furtlier opportunity for sho.ring offdl&ﬁh and hope.

“n refl-cting apon ths wrre ‘nic wis dine - ¢ bow our .etncdist teaching u.:d
; ; ] 5 GeouI; ; : ;
procltice ia vouth evun,eliss  igbt reflect nore ung£§3££§§-tne apostolic faith,

way to do trig 1 to reike our work more Ccumendcala
would wrize :.s

I v aof the oninisn that

+

1
T Toobtee tlr T @30y nuofrju\b, rwamtione of doeotrige

i your; oecple's ¢ oup were ercountered.

17 Perest Telip 'vue sr.ctic g
“Big aay coewnoa logs of wols of the steoact 5 of ser deconieational yhuth work but

sld in conmion i@ onr diffferent

ot
)
IS
=
]
o
1

it wonld he « w.oy in to exoplor fticn oofr

o
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traditions. Without the checks upon eachctner, wiicii interdenominational youth
work forces us to meke, xe too e¢a8ily beccae blinkered wit .irn our ow:, treditions
zpastolic fuitit, Incidentally too we

ot

aad fail to meaguve nurselver ayaingt lhe
conti.ue to brings our youug peonle up with dencminsticnal nsndicaps as well o:s

the stren~th wiich havirng deep denémin :tionol roots provides.

¥ith hindsignt we could have 1l done our work a little better aud avoided sonme

of the pitfalls zlong the way. This paper has been writteun in order tihut we all
might reflect more upon the way Lo which we carry oub our youth evaingelisi and the
inherent teaching which 1s given in 11 that we do and says o mention has been
made of the cost in ti- e and effort of the ministry which w:s sustained throughout
the five ye=rs each Sund: y eve:ing, llowever,in thigs work as in wuch of our ministry
for Christ, we were blessed with seeing the fruits of our labours and receiving

back again in different ways more than we had given,which was not incounsiderable.



